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“In	this	well-documented	comparative	study,	the	authors	offer	country	by	country	analyses	
and	evidence	of	international	collaborations	in	campaigns	against	gender	equality.	They	
provide	striking	new	insight	into	the	way	the	epithet	“gender	ideology”	has	become	a	

powerful	instrument	on	the	European	political	scene,	wielded	by	coalitions	of	right-wing	
Catholics,	Protestant	evangelicals,	and	populists	to	protect	“traditional”	sex	roles	and	to	
challenge	the	institutions	of	democracy.”	–	Joan	W.	Scott,	Institute	for	Advanced	Study	
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After	 decades	 of	 steady	 progress	 in	 terms	 of	 gender	 and	 sexual	 rights,	 several	 parts	 of	 Europe	 are	 facing	 new	 waves	 of	
resistance	 to	 a	 so-called	 ‘gender	 ideology’	 or	 ‘gender	 theory’.	 Opposition	 to	 progressive	 gender	 equality	 is	 manifested	 in	
challenges	to	marriage	equality,	abortion,	reproductive	technologies,	gender	mainstreaming,	sex	education,	sexual	liberalism,	
transgender	rights,	antidiscrimination	policies	and	even	to	the	notion	of	gender	itself.	This	book	examines	how	an	academic	
concept	of	gender,	when	translated	by	religious	organizations	such	as	the	Roman	Catholic	Church,	can	become	a	mobilizing	
tool	 for,	 and	 the	 target	 of,	 social	movements.	 How	 can	we	 explain	 religious	 discourses	 about	 sex	 difference	 turning	 intro	
massive	street	demonstrations?	How	do	forms	of	organization	and	protest	travel	across	borders?	Who	are	the	actors	behind	
these	movements?	This	collection	is	a	transnational	and	comparative	attempt	to	better	understand	anti-gender	mobilizations	
in	Europe.	It	focuses	on	national	manifestations	in	eleven	European	countries,	including	Russia,	from	massive	street	protests	
to	forms	of	resistance	such	as	email	bombarding	and	street	vigils.	It	examines	the	intersection	of	religious	politics	with	rising	
populism	and	nationalistic	anxieties	in	contemporary	Europe.	
	

“An	essential	reading	to	better	understand	the	widespread	reactionary	backlash	in	today’s	Europe.	This	book	is	a	much-
needed	wake-up	call.	While	anti-gay	marriage	movements	have	long	been	regarded	as	anecdotical,	the	authors	show	how	
deep	their	cultural	and	religious	roots	are.	This	meticulous	account	is	an	important	step	towards	reinventing	minority	rights	

across	European	borders.”	
	–	Bruno	Perreau,	Cynthia	L.	Reed	Professor,	Massachusetts	Institute	of	Technology	
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